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A child and young person’s guide to how long 


Adoption takes





We have to make plans for your future when you have been living away from your family for four months. Together with you we might decide:


If you will return home;


if you will go to live with another member of your family; or


if you will go to live with a new adoptive family.





All these things will be discussed with you at your review meetings. You will be a part of the discussions and will be asked how you feel about any plans that concern your future. We will listen to how you feel and what your wishes are and we will write your views down.





If you and the important people in your life decide that adoption is best for you, your social worker will write a report about you. The report will be read by a group of people called the Adoption Panel. This report covers your past, family, health, education, interests, hobbies and what you think and feel.





This report should be written by your social worker in the six weeks after the review where it was decided that adoption would be best for you. You will be able to read this report if you are old enough to understand it. If you cannot read it, your social worker will explain it to you. There is a section in the report for you to fill in if you are able.





This report is then given to the Adoption Panel two months after the review meeting. This is a group of people who meet together to help make the best plans possible for you. Your social worker will be at the panel meeting. If you want to go to the panel meeting you should tell your social worker. If for some reason you cannot go to the panel meeting your social worker will tell you what has been agreed.





Once the Adoption Panel has decided that adoption is best for you, we try to find you a new family within six months. Although sometimes it is sooner and sometimes it can take longer.





As well as the panel, the people working at the court have to decide if adoption is the best thing for you. They have to make their decision within 40 weeks of you leaving your family.  





It can take about a year from when you stop living with your family before we find you a new family. Often during this time a court (where the judge works) will have to read the reports written by your social workers. They will also listen to you, to your parents and to the Children’s Guardian. 





Sometimes it is hard to understand why adoption takes so long, but because it is forever, it is very important and needs to be done properly. It might seem very complicated to you. So if you do not understand something, don’t be afraid to ask someone to explain things to you.














