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A child and young person’s guide to how adoption works?





The important people in your life talk with you about whether or not Adoption is good for you. This might happen at Review Meetings, where plans about you and your future are made. We will always take your wishes and feelings into consideration and listen to what you have to say.





Your social worker will write a report about you saying why adoption is the best plan for you. The report will be read by a group of people who are called an Adoption Panel. The panel is made up of lots of different people who all have different kinds of job, but they all know about adoption.





If everyone agrees adoption is best for you, your social worker will find out what sort of family you would like and what type of family can best look after you.





Your social worker will then help the Adoption Panel to choose a family for you. Once they have been chosen, you will get a chance to meet them to make sure you like them.





If you and your new family like each other then you will go to live with them. Your social worker will come to see you to help you settle in and make sure you are happy.





When you and your family are sure that you want to stay together, your family asks the judge at Court to make something called an Adoption Order. This is when the adoption becomes legal.





Sometimes it takes a while for the Adoption Order to be made. This is because the judge has to read lots of reports, and hear from lots of different people to make sure that adoption is right for you. The judge needs to be sure because adoption is forever.





When the Adoption Order is signed, your birth parents stop being your legal parents. Your new family are now your legal parents and you are legally their child. However that does not mean you will not have contact with your birth family if it has been agreed that it would be a good thing.





You will keep your first name, but you will now get a new surname and sometimes other new names too. You will also get a new birth certificate, which will have your new family’s name on it.














What does it mean?


Review Meeting – at review meetings people discuss with you what has happened in the past, what’s happening now and what’s the best thing to happen in the future. 





Adoption Panel – is a group of people that meet to decide whether you adoption is the right thing for you, and who should adopt you.





A judge – is a very important person who works in a court and knows a lot about children and what is best for them. The judge decides if adoption is the best thing for you.








Who will help if I am not happy?


If you do not feel happy for whatever reason, then it is important that you tell your social worker or another adult that you trust. No one will be cross, and there are lots of other independent people you could talk to who can help you sort things out.





Merton has a Listening to Children Officer who will make sure everyone listens to you. They will also help if you don’t know who to talk to. You can speak to the Listening to Children Officer or the Customer Complaints Officer and talk it over with them. 





Their telephone numbers are:


Listening to Children Officer - 020 8545 3569


Customer Complaints Officer - 020 8545 3509





You could also contact ‘Ofsted’. They are an organisation set up to monitor and inspect all children’s services in the country. If you have a complaint you can contact them by writing to them at: Ofsted National Business Unit, Royal Exchange Buildings, St Ann’s Square, Manchester


M2 7LA. Alternatively, you can call them on 0845 640 4040, or send them an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk" ��enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk�











