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The children and young person’s guide to the National Adoption Standards and our Statement of Purpose





The National Adoption Standards are rules that say that we have to look after you properly. They make sure that we care for you in the best possible way. The Statement of Purpose says what the adoption team does and how we do it.





 We follow the rules and believe that:


Your needs, wishes and safety are very important.


We must listen to everything you say and find out how you are. We must write your feelings down and always consider them.


We should find out if adoption would be good for you if you cannot live with your birth family.


We must make sure you always have a social worker while you are being adopted and that you know their name and how to contact them.


We must make sure that you know and understand all about your birth family and your life before adoption. We will keep all information about your birth family safe for you until you are old enough to keep it safe yourself.


We must make sure that you know all about your new adoptive family.


If we don’t agree with you or can’t do what you want, we must still listen to your opinion and explain why we don’t agree with you. We will also write down your views and the reasons why we don’t agree with you.





We also have to:


Make sure you don’t wait too long for a new adoption family that can care for you.


Find families from all sorts of different backgrounds. We make sure that we think about lots of things like your race, religion, culture and whether or not you need to live with any brothers or sisters you may have.


Make sure that you continue to have contact with your grandparents, uncles and aunts, and brother and sisters if we think you should. We must also decide whether or not it would be good for you to have contact with your birth mother and father.


Make sure that if you don’t see your birth family directly, whenever possible you will receive letters, photos and news about them. We only do this if it says we will in your adoption plan.


Make sure that you receive all the help and advice you need, especially for anything to do with your health, education, race, religion, background and hobbies. 


Make sure that you can have all the information about you on our files when you are old enough to understand it.


Make sure that you receive help while you are being adopted and afterwards, especially if there are any problems. We must make sure that you always know what is going on as soon as possible.


Make sure that you know how to complain if you need to. We must also help you complain if you want to.





As you can see, the Adoption Standards and the Statement of Purpose are here to make sure that your needs are met in the best possible way.














